
COMMUNITY DATA 
 

Reports 

 2014 Sussex County Profile unveiled 

 Blue Collar Task Force completed their 

report in January. 

 2013 Real Estate Sales $1.3B+  

 Delaware Economic Index, published 

quarterly by the Delaware State Treasury 

contains a wealth of information from 

gas prices, to Regional CPI, to the Small 

Business Optimism Index.  

 Small Businesses Loan Access report-

edly getting easier. 

Sussex County Economic Development Office   February 2014 
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“Homes are selling, 

more Realtors are 

joining the associa-

tion and, overall, 

things are very much 

looking up for our ar-

ea and for our indus-

try. We are all very 

excited moving for-

ward.” 

Brad Riedle 

SCAOR President 

 

http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?ptype=SS_TILE&secid=141151&pagenum=1&facing=false
http://www.ipa.udel.edu/publications/bctf-report.pdf
http://capegazette.villagesoup.com/p/southern-delaware-real-estate-shows-continued-robust-recovery-in-2013/1101512
http://treasury.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/Delaware-Economic-Index-1-2014.pdf
http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20140121/BUSINESS06/301210032/Small-businesses-finding-easier-access-loans
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?ptype=SS_TILE&secid=141151&pagenum=1&facing=false
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New Business 

 Holt Furnishings in Millsboro 

 Crab Cake Factory Bayside (formerly 

Oasis) in Fenwick 

 North East Tea & Bean in Georgetown 

 Attic Treasures in Georgetown 

 Mid-Atlantic Fasteners in Delmar 

 Solar City in Seaford 

 Greene Turtle (was Irish Eyes) in Reho-

both Beach 

 Brazilian restaurant (was Cloud 9) under 

Meg Hudson’s ownership in Rehoboth 

Beach 

 Preston Automart in Millsboro 

Changes to Existing Business 

 Miller Metal in Bridgeville is adding more jobs 

 Cape May-Lewes Ferry celebrates 40 years 

 Social Security office relocating from 

Georgetown to Lewes in 2014 

 YWCA Delaware welcomes new CEO and 

closes Georgetown office. 

Potential Business Needs 

 Existing Funeral Director: expanded territory 

 Existing Cabinet Maker: additional space  

 Snack Vendor: warehouse space 

Monthly            

Meetings 

 Georgetown               

1st Wednesday 

Wesleyan Church     

 Seaford                 

2nd Thursday   

Nanticoke Sr. Ctr. 

 SEDAC 1st Friday 

DTCC Owens 

Carter Partnership  

http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20140121/DW05/301210005/Holt-Furnishings-opens-Millsboro
http://www.westfenwick.com/crabcake-factory-bayside/
http://www.georgetowncoc.com/news/chamber/ribbon-cutting-north-east-tea-bean
http://www.sussexcountian.com/article/20140116/NEWS/140119793/1001/NEWS
https://www.carlsonsystems.com/default.asp
http://www.solarcity.com/about-us.aspx
http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20140114/DW01/301140005/Two-new-restaurants-coming?odyssey=obinsite&nclick_check=1
http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20140114/DW01/301140005/Two-new-restaurants-coming?odyssey=obinsite&nclick_check=1
http://www.abc12.com/story/24587274/delawares-premier-used-car-and-truck-dealership-has-opened-new-facility-in-millsboro
http://www.delawareonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2014301150013&nclick_check=1
http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20140112/NEWS01/301110036/After-50-years-Cape-May-Lewes-Ferry-runs-like-clockwork
http://www.sussexcountian.com/article/20131127/NEWS/131129803/1001/NEWS
http://www.ywcade.org/site/pp.aspx?c=ahKKIZMHIlI4E&b=8083043
mailto:info@georgetowncoc.com
mailto:rob@are-pros.com
mailto:nancym@cncsolar.com


  Upcoming Meetings 

 2/11 Eastern Shore Defense Alliance 

(ESDA) meeting to reference FAA’s UAV 

site selection that includes Wallops. 

 2/19 State Wide Chamber Partnership 

Business 2 Business Expo  

 2/20-21 2014 Agricultural Outlook Forum 

held in Arlington, Virginia.  

State and Federal Information 

 DNREC On-Site Wastewater Regulations 

became effective 1/11. 

 DelDOT Rt. 26 Construction began 1/13. 

Construction of the four-mile long pro-

ject will widen the existing two-lane 

roadway to include two eleven-foot trav-

el lanes with five-foot shoulder/bike 

lanes and a twelve-foot wide continuous 

shared center left turn lane. 

 USDA Commuting Codes The rural-

urban commuting area (RUCA) codes 

classify U.S. census tracts using 

measures of population density, urbani-

zation, and daily commuting. 

January 

meetings 

that were 

cancelled : 

 SEDAC 

 1M Cups 

 Georgetown 

ED 

 Airport Ad-

visory 

The monthly publication 
of Sussex County’s 
Community Data is now 
available through a sign 
up list. Go to the web-
site and never miss an-
other informative issue. 
Sign up now. 

 

Community 
Data 

http://easternshoredefensealliance.org/
http://www.cdcc.net/B2Bexpo/
http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2014/01/0003.xml&contentidonly=true
http://www.coastalpoint.com/content/state%E2%80%99s_revised_wastewater_regulations_now_effect_01_23_2014
http://www.deldot.gov/home/newsroom/release.shtml?id=5020
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/rural-urban-commuting-area-codes.aspx
http://www.sussexcountyde.gov/community-data
http://www.sussexcountyde.gov/community-data
http://www.cdcc.net/b2bexpo/
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Sussex County 

Population Growth 

Rate 2000-2010  

25.9% 

Fastest Growing 

Municipality: 

Long Neck @ 55% 

Population 

Source: US Census American FactFinder 

http://www.delawarepersonnel.com/images/DE_CrestOnly_Color_300w.gif
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
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Community Data  

Source: Sussex 

County        Data 

Processing 

Race/Ethnicity 

Building Permits 

Financial Institutions 

Source: Office of the State Banking Commissioner 

http://www.banking.delaware.gov/reports/annual/Annual Report 2011.pdf
http://www.banking.delaware.gov/reports/annual/Annual%20Report%202012.pdf
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Source: Delaware Department of Labor 

Current Workforce 

http://www.delawareworks.com/oolmi/Information/LMIData/CES/Nonfarm-Sussex.aspx
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Projected Workforce Occupations 

Chambers of Commerce 

Bethany/Fenwick 302-539-2100  www.bethany-fenwick.org 

Dagsboro 302-732-6947  NA 

Delmar 302-846-3336  www.delmar-chamberofcommerce.com  

Georgetown 302-856-1544  www.georgetowncoc.com  

Laurel 302-875-9319  www.laurelchamber.com  

Lewes 302-645-8073  www.leweschamber.com  

Milford 302-422-3344  www.milfordchamber.com 

Millsboro 302-934-6777  www.millsborochamber.com 

Milton 302-684-1101  www.historicmilton.com 

Rehoboth/Dewey 302-227-2233  www.beach-fun.com  

Seaford 302-629-9690  www.seafordchamber.com  

Selbyville 302-436-5526  NA 

Source Delaware Department of Labor 

http://www.bethany-fenwick.org/
http://www.delmar-chamberofcommerce.com/
http://www.georgetowncoc.com/
http://www.laurelchamber.com/
http://www.leweschamber.com/
http://www.milfordchamber.com/
http://www.millsborochamber.com/
http://www.historicmilton.com/
http://www.beach-fun.com/
http://www.seafordchamber.com/
http://www.delawareworks.com/oolmi/information/lmidata/projections/sussex.aspx
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Employment 

Sussex County Employment and Wages  

by Industry in Descending Order of Total Wages 

Source: Delaware Department of Labor 

Source: Delaware Department of Labor 

http://www.delawareworks.com/oolmi/Information/LMIData/LAUS/Current-Labor-Force-Statistics.aspx
http://www.delawareworks.com/oolmi/information/lmidata/qcew/qcew-quarterly.aspx
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Community Data  

Source: DEDO Industry Research & Analysis Center 

http://dedo.delaware.gov/dedo_pdf/NewsEvents_pdf/publications/2011-2012_PropertyTaxReport.pdf
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State of Delaware: The 

State  has never had a gen-

eral sales tax or an invento-

ry tax. There are no State 

real property taxes and the 

local real property taxes are 

very low. 

Sussex County: Appraisal 

at 100% and assessed at 

50% of 1974 Market Value. 

The rate, which has held for 

20 years is 44.5 cents per 

$100 of assessed property 

value. This tax includes the 

county’s cost for General 

Obligation Bonds, Libraries, 

Paramedics and the general 

operation of the County 

Government. 

Cities and Towns: Munici-

pal governments are fi-

nanced in part through real 

property tax receipts. Real 

estate in incorporated areas 

is subject to municipal prop-

erty taxes, county property 

taxes, school district prop-

erty taxes and vocational 

school taxes. The total prop-

erty tax burden depends on 

the tax rate, property as-

sessment and assessment 

ratio. 

Although many states around the 

country continue to violate ozone 

standards, peak levels have been 

dropping for years as federally man-

dated pollution control levels reduce 

emissions of ozone-forming com-

pounds. Delaware now seldom ex-

ceeds the 125 ppb limit for any single 

hour, a level that was topped 29 days 

in 1983 and 28 days in 1988.  

Taxes 
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Community Data  

Source: EPA  

Air Quality 

Transportation 

Traffic Counts 

The most current Sussex County traffic count 

information available through the Delaware 

Department of Transportation (DelDOT). 

http://www.epa.gov/airtrends/factbook.html
http://www.deldot.gov/information/pubs_forms/manuals/traffic_counts/2010/pdf/2010_Sussex_County.pdf
http://www.deldot.gov/information/pubs_forms/manuals/traffic_counts/2010/pdf/2010_Sussex_County.pdf
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Housing 

Source: US Census American FactFinder 

July 

Sales: 246 

Median Price 

Increase  

over last year: 

8.3% 
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Community Data  

2012 

Single Family  Homes Sold 600 

Value of Homes Sold >$1B 

Ownership Rate 80.9% 

Units Without Mortgage 42% 

Fair Market Rent 

1 Bedroom $697 

2 Bedroom $774 

3 Bedroom $1,059 

Source: SCAOR 

Realtors survey showed an average of two sales per week * 8/3% increase over 

same month one year ago * Homes are selling for 95% of list price. 

http://www.scaor.com/
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Seaford  High School 

Strategic Plan 

Unveiled            

February, 12, 2013 

  

Source: Delaware Department of Education 

Delaware Student 

Testing Scores  

are available for the 

2012-2013 School Year 

 

Source: 2013 Sussex County Profile 

Source: Sussex County EMS 

Education 

Services 

Utilities 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/
http://dstp.doe.k12.de.us/DCASOR/default.aspx
http://specialsections.newszap.com/SS/Page.aspx?ptype=SS_TILE&secid=128701&pagenum=1&facing=false
http://sussexcountyde.gov/dept/ems/
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 Approximately 45% of the county’s land (270,000 acres) 

resides in 1,374 farms. 

 Average size of farm is 196 acres. 

 Over 35,000 acres in farms are permanently preserved for 

agricultural use. 

 Average value of agricultural products produced is 

$618,000 with average production expenditures of 

$453,000 per farm. 

 Farm production expenditures exceed $620 million annu-

ally. 

 #1 broiler producing county in the U.S. (over 210 million 

birds annually). 

 #1 in lima bean producing county in the U.S. (over 6,300 

acres). 

 Average value of crops sold per acre of harvested 

cropland is $573.00. 

 In the top 2% of counties nationally in value of vegetables 

produced. 

 Ranked 14
th
 nationally in value of livestock, poultry and 

their products sold. 

 Over 72,000 acres of irrigated cropland. 

 3,400 equine on 700 equine operations utilizing 9,000 

acres. 

Source: Delaware Department of Agriculture 

Agriculture in Sussex County employed 15,378 people  

9,615 direct 

2,771 indirect 

2,992 induced 

A total industry output of  

$3.78 billion, including  

$711 million in labor income  

Agriculture 

http://dda.delaware.gov/
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Manufacturing 

 PATS Aircraft 300+  employment   www.patsaircraft.com  

 Merck Animal Health 300+ employment  www.merck-animal-health-

usa.com 

 Invista 100+ employment www.invista.com 

  NRG Energy 100+ www.nrgenergy.com 

Agriculture/Food Processing 

 Mountaire Farms 1000+ employment www.mountaire.com 

 Allen Harim Foods, LLC 500+ employment www.allenharimllc.com 

 Sea Watch International 100+ employment www.seawatch.com 

 Dogfish Head Brewery 100+ employment www.dogfish.com 

 Perdue, Inc. 100+ employment  www.perdueagribusiness.com 

 Healthcare 

Along with three hospitals, there are extended-care and extended-

living facilities across the county. They are actively developing partner-

ships and expanding services in order to accommodate the growing 

needs of the population. 

 Beebe Medical Center,  Lewes www.beebemed.org                                  

Largest County Employer 2000+ employment 

 Bayhealth Medical Center, 1000+ employment  Milford 

www.bayhealth.com                      

 Nanticoke Health Services, Seaford www.nanticoke.org 

Source: 2013 Sussex County Profile 

Major Employers 

Allen Harim hires 

Steven Evans as 

Chief Executive 

Begins 9/3/2013  

http://www.patsaircraft.com
http://www.merck-animal-health.com
http://www.merck-animal-health.com
http://www.invista.com/en/index.html
http://www.nrgenergy.com
http://www.seawatch.com
http://www.mountaire.com
http://www.allenharimllc.com
http://www.seawatch.com
http://www.dogfish.com/
http://www.perdueagribusiness.com
http://www.beebemed.org
http://www.bayhealth.org
http://www.nanticoke.org
•%09http:/blogs.delawareonline.com/delawareinc/2013/08/26/allen-harim-brings-in-new-chief-executive/
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 Ross Business Park,  Sea-

ford  

 Seaford Industrial Park, 

Seaford 

The 150-acre Ross Business 

Park complements the long 

established Seaford Industri-

al park. 

  

 Selbyville Industrial Park, 

Selbyville 

Light industry is the target 

for Selbyville’s 36-acre park 

located along the rail lines. 

Broadband infrastructure is 

currently in place and lines 

are expected to be in place in 

early 2010.  

 Sussex County Industrial 

Airpark, Georgetown 

 King Farm Industrial 

Park, Georgetown 

To supplement the 175-acre 

County airpark, a 70-acre 

private industrial park re-

ceived approval in April  

2009.  

 Mean length of stay is    

2 nights  

 Mean total per trip 

spending is $365 

 Tourism Industry is the 

#4 employer 

Accommodations:  

Home/condo rental    42%   

Hotel/motel                30% 

Second home             19%  

Camping/RV               6%  

Bed & Breakfast         3%   

 

Most popular activities: 

#1 Dining 

#2 Beach  

#3 Shopping 

#4  Festivals 

 15,000 direct jobs 

 Attracts new business 

and new money 

 30 Mi of Ocean Frontage 

 

Source: Southern Delaware Tourism 

Source: 2010 Sussex County Profile 

Tourism 

Business & Industrial Parks 

http://www.visitsoutherndelaware.com


Contact Us 

For more information 

about Southern Delaware 

Julie Wheatley 

2 The Circle  

Georgetown, DE 19947 

(302) 855-7793 

JWheatley 

@sussexcountyde.gov 

Visit us on the web at 

www.sussexcountyde.gov

/dept/econdev 

Economic Development in 
Sussex County, DE 
Sussex County Economic Development is part of the Sussex County government. 

It serves Sussex Countians by improving the overall well-being and quality of life 

by growing incomes and increasing the tax base. This is done primarily by creat-

ing new jobs through responsibly recruiting new business to the County and en-

couraging job retention and growth of existing businesses. 

It is consistent with Governor Markell’s initiative for the State of Delaware which 

includes the expansion of existing business and development and encouragement 

of entrepreneurial efforts.  

Featured in March 2014 Issue 
Please feel free to offer suggestions for future issues. Next month will include Fea-

tures on government partners and resources for  existing businesses and their 

supply chain.   

Sussex County, Delaware     Your Business Partner 

mailto:jwheatley@sussexcountyde.gov
mailto:jwheatley@sussexcountyde.gov
http://www.sussexcountyde.gov/economic-development
http://www.sussexcountyde.gov/economic-development

